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to avoid playing the German game, it is important not to deal with
the problem of Danzig separately, but to keep in mind the Czecho-
slovak precedent and the Reich's real ambitions. Why give up
Danzig, when we know that Germany wants infinitely more? And,
even if there were a chance that the Reich would be satisfied with
it, why run the risk of weakening Poland's morale, since it is quite
obvious that, if the Reich does not want more, it will not undertake
a universal war for so restricted an objective ?

Although well aware of the facts, French and British public
opinion must realize that any pressure upon Warsaw7 in order to
bring it to yield to the German demands could only lead to the worst
catastrophes, and that it rests with Poland, of its own free will, and
confident of Franco-British support, to determine how far it can go
to reach an agreed settlement without jeopardizing its vital interests.
Whether Germany proceeds by trickery or by threat, the means which
it employs should not make us forget the fact that we are involved
in a test of strength the issue of which may decide the fate of Europe;
in this respect, the wavering attitude of the Reich as it takes the
measure of our reaction can only cause us to persevere in a policv
of firmness.                                                          COULONDRE.
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M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, July 13,  1939.

BEING due to leave Berlin to-morrow evening, I went this morn-
ing to see the State Secretary, to whom I introduced M. de Saint-
Hardouin.

Herr von Weizsacker once again told me that, without wishing
to look too far into the future, he personally retained the belief that
nothing would happen in Danzig which could cause serious compli-
cations. According to him, the danger of a conflict with Poland was
still only to be found in the state of excitement of the population and
of the Polish local authorities, which might give rise to fears that a
serious incident might occur any day.

At the same time, I found the State Secretary less easy in
manner than during our recent interviews. He mentioned, with
obvious displeasure the communication which Your Excellency had
made to Count von Welczeck. "The German Government/' he
informed rne, "is preparing a reply to it, and I may tell you that it
will not lend itself to any ambiguity/'

I pointed out that the German Government could not have mis-
interpreted the spirit in which this step had been taken, since Your
Excellency had been careful to show, with reference to the declaration
of December 6, that you considered it an obligation of honesty to
specify clearly the French Government's position in regard to the
problem of Danzig. But Herr von Weizsacker evaded discussion,
declaring that he did not want to anticipate the reply which would